Direct and Indirect Speech
1. What is Direct Speech?
Direct Speech reports the exact words spoken by a speaker.
The spoken words are written inside inverted commas (“ ”).
Example:
· Riya said, “I am tired.”

2. What is Indirect (Reported) Speech?
Indirect Speech reports what the speaker said without using the exact words and without inverted commas.
Example:
· Riya said that she was tired.

3. Parts of Direct Speech
1. Reporting Speech – the part outside inverted commas
→ Riya said
2. Reported Speech – the part inside inverted commas
→ “I am tired.”

4. Basic Rules for Changing Direct to Indirect Speech
A. Change of Pronouns
Pronouns change according to the speaker, listener, and person spoken about.
	Direct→
	Indirect

	I →
	he / she

	we →
	they

	my →
	his / her

	our →
	their


Example:
· She said, “I am happy.”
· She said that she was happy.

B. Change of Tense
(When the reporting verb is in the past tense)
	Direct Speech →
	Indirect Speech

	Simple Present →
	Simple Past

	Present Continuous →
	Past Continuous

	Present Perfect →
	Past Perfect

	Simple Past→
	Past Perfect

	Shall → Should 
Will → Would 
Can → Could 
May → Might
Should → Should
Would → Would 
Could → Could 
Might → Might
	

	
	



Example:
· He said, “I am reading.”
· He said that he was reading.

C. Change of Time and Place Words
	Direct
	Indirect

	now→
	then

	today→
	that day

	yesterday→
	the previous day

	tomorrow→
	the next day

	here→
	there

	this→
	that



5. Types of Sentences in Direct and Indirect Speech
A. Assertive (Declarative) Sentences
These sentences state facts or opinions.
Reporting Verbs Used:
said, told
Rule:
· Use “that”
· Remove inverted commas
Examples:
1. She said, “I like music.”
→ She said that she liked music.
2. He said to me, “I am busy.”
→ He told me that he was busy.

B. Interrogative (Question) Sentences
(i) Yes / No Questions
(Questions starting with is, am, are, was, were, do, does, did, can, etc.)
Reporting Verbs:
asked, enquired
Rule:
· Use if / whether
· Sentence becomes affirmative
· Question mark is removed
Examples:
1. She said, “Are you ready?”
→ She asked if I was ready.
2. He said to me, “Do you like tea?”
→ He asked me whether I liked tea.

(ii) Wh- Questions
(Who, What, Where, When, Why, How)
Rule:
· Wh-word remains the same
· No question mark
· Sentence order becomes statement form
Examples:
1. She said, “Where do you live?”
→ She asked where I lived.
2. He said, “Why are you late?”
→ He asked why I was late.

C. Imperative Sentences
These express orders, requests, advice, commands, or suggestions.
Reporting Verbs:
ordered, requested, advised, warned, told, asked
Rule:
· Use to + verb
· For negative commands → not to + verb
Examples:
1. The teacher said to the students, “Sit down.”
→ The teacher ordered the students to sit down.
2. She said to me, “Please help me.”
→ She requested me to help her.
3. He said to us, “Do not run.”
→ He warned us not to run.

D. Exclamatory Sentences
These express strong feelings such as joy, sorrow, surprise, anger.
Reporting Verbs:
exclaimed with joy/sorrow/surprise, shouted, cried
Rule:
· Remove exclamation mark
· Change sentence into a statement
Examples:
1. She said, “What a beautiful dress!”
→ She exclaimed with joy that it was a very beautiful dress.
2. He said, “Alas! I am ruined.”
→ He exclaimed with sorrow that he was ruined.

E. Optative Sentences
(Express wishes, prayers, blessings, curses)
Reporting Verbs:
wished, prayed, blessed, cursed
Examples:
1. He said, “May you succeed!”
→ He wished that I might succeed.
2. She said, “May God bless you!”
→ She prayed that God might bless me.

6. Important Tips
· No inverted commas in indirect speech
· Question mark and exclamation mark are removed
· Verb tense must agree with reporting verb
· Choose reporting verb carefully (asked, ordered, requested, exclaimed)

